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Democratic citizenship and preventing 

radicalisation

• The Danish Ministry of  Education, 2017-2020

• Learning consultants from the ministry interacting with educators (ECEC, 

school, upper secondary and VET)

• Teaching materials (digital), conferences, workshops, thematic week in 

schools (week 12, 2018) etc

• Research – literature review, requirements in education 



Preventing radicalisation



It’s all 

about 

democracy

The Danish approach is very general, focusing on 
building democratic and social skills

Very much in line with EU Paris Declaration (2015) and 
inspired by the Council of  Europe’s Competences for 
Democratic Culture and Intercultural Dialogue

The main purpose is to develop social skills, critical 
thinking and sense of  responsibility in children and 
young people

Capacity building among professionals in education



Building 

citizenship 

and 

democratic 

culture in 

school

School development (capacity building among 
professional)

Reflecting on personal values and attitudes in relation to 
citizenship, controversial issues and radicalisation

Becoming aware of  blind spots, prejudices and 
preconceptions

Practicing dialogue, negotiation and conflict 
transformation in teams and through the whole school 
organisation

Courage and skills to talk about controversial issues, 
challenge prejudices, analytical approach to norms, 
values and habbits



Initiatives – from the ministry

• Strengthening the qualifications in the ministry in order to help 

municipalities on extremism and radicalisation

• Development of  learning materials for the national learning portal 

• Education programmes

• Literature review – preventing radicalisation in education, school strategies 

on developing democratic citizenship, critical thinking, controversial issues, 

preventing marginalisation, cooperation with parents



Digital teaching materials

Student agency –
active involvement 
of  the students 

Democracy in 
practice

Active participation 
in society

How to strengthen 
freedom of  speech –
for you and others

”The democratic 
conversation”

And more…





Conditions for teaching democratic citizenship?

• Professional autonomy

• Sufficient time for preparing the lessons

• More focus on bildung, transversal skills, democratic citizenship, less on 

“teaching to the test”

• “Teacher-student relation”

• The role of  humor? Could it be a tool – a way of  working with children –

for improving mutual understanding, respect and curiosity?




